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BEZUIDENHOUT GOES WIRE-TO-WIRE TO CLAIM DIMENSION DATA PRO-AM TITLE
Christiaan Bezuidenhout made an eagle on the last hole on Montagu to claim
a one-stroke victory over George Coetzee in the Dimension Data Pro-Am on a
tournament total of 25-under-par 264 last month.
Bezuidenhout was in scintillating form the whole week at Fancourt, having led
the tournament from the first day through to the last. On the final day, however,
he had some serious competition from the 2016 winner of the event, George
Coetzee, who looked liked he’d sealed victory when he finished at 24-under par
and was a shot clear of Bezuidenhout when the latter was playing the 17th.
“I got off to a perfect start and made birdies on the first two holes,” he said, “but
I hit a wayward tee shot on the third but it was tough out there. Today the wind
was swirling a lot and on the first nine, it was blowing quite a bit. But I just stuck
to it and it was great to
finish off with an eagle.”
Tough it was because
for about 50 minutes
the
round
was
suspended due to a
threat of a storm which
was passing through
the area. As can be
imagined, the brief stop
affected
momentum
for all players but
Bezuidenhout showed
some
serious
bigmatch temperament to
keep going even when
Coetzee was leading.
“It
affected
the
momentum
a
little
bit, especially on the
restart,” he admits, “and
I hit a poor tee shot on
the 12th, three-putted
and kind of thought
my chances were gone
because George was
playing great with no
bogeys, hitting fairways
and
greens
every
time. I knew I needed
something special and
luckily, I did it.”
He admits that he
was
watching
the
leaderboard on every
hole so that he knew
what the other players
were doing, especially
Coetzee
who
was
looking to becoming only
the third player to win
this title two times, with
others being Nick Price
and Darren Fichardt.
“I was watching it a lot,
every hole,” he says,
“that way I knew what I
needed to do. So, I knew
I had to make birdie on
the last to take it to a
playoff but luckily, I hit a
great driver and then an
eagle to win. It’s a special
tournament, this, and I
have always wanted to
win it. So, to do it now is
really awesome.”
Bezuidenhout has now
won on the Sunshine
Tour, European Tour
and the Challenge Tour
as this event was one
of three that were cosanctioned with the
Challenge Tour for the
first time.
- MATTHEWS MFUBU

3

4

Nicole Garcia celebrated a much-anticipated return to the winner’s circle
with not one, but two dramatic victories at Serengeti Estates last month.

DOUBLE CANON CROWN FOR GARCIA AT SERENGETI

The Ebotse golfer won the Canon Serengeti Par-3 Challenge and led team
Shooters to victory in the Canon Serengeti Par-3 Pro-Am title in a thrilling four-hole play-off at the
Whistling Thorn Course A birdie by Garcia on 16 and a Macdonald birdie on 17 boosted the team
aggregate to 17-under-par 199, matching the clubhouse target set earlier by Lewthwaite, fellow pro
Tandi McCallum and their amateur partners Mike Honiball and Frank Neto.
“That meant a play-off on the 18th hole and The Shooters were excited, because we’d done well on 18
in both rounds; little did we know it would become a proper shoot-out Sunday,” Garcia said.

Both teams had chances to close out the win, including Kriegler who pushed a birdie putt past the hole
on the first extra hole. “We tied the 18th hole three times, so they took us to the first, and that’s where
we got the job done,” said Garcia, who holed a long-range putt for birdie and was backed up by Kriegler,
who got his birdie effort in the hole at last.
“Gabrielle and I had such an amazing time out there with Abri and Daren. Our amateurs could really
play. Abri’s handicap index is 13, so he made a big contribution with his nett birdies. Gabrielle didn’t fire
in the first round, but she made five birdies for us in the final round. Daren is a member of the South
African
Disabled
Golf
Association and one of
South Africa’s top ranked
deaf golfers. He drives the
ball beautifully and we were
thrilled when he won the
closest to the hole prize in
the final round.”
“What I will remember most
about this tournament is the
high fives, the first pumps and all
the laughs. We had a genuinely
great time out there and we were
absolutely thrilled to be the first
winners of the Canon Serengeti
Par-3 Challenge.”
In addition to the first place
prize money Garcia and
Macdonald
bagged,
the
Benoni and Berger also
shared a R100 000 bonus that
Serengeti Estates owner David
Nagel kicked in for the two top
finishing professionals.
Garcia spent the full 2019
season on the bench following
hip surgery to re-attach the
labrum and to reshape the
femur bone to fit into the hip
socket properly. She landed
her third Sunshine Ladies
Tour title in her fifth start this
season, which bodes well for
the next “big three” starting
with the Joburg Ladies Open.
“This tournament was perfectly
timed in the middle of the
season and it has been brilliant
in terms of fine-tuning our
games for the Joburg Ladies
Open, the Jabra Ladies Classic
and the Investec South African
Women’s Open,” Garcia said.
“All three events are big-money
tournaments and the last
two come with some serious
incentives. The winner of the
Jabra Ladies Classic gets a
start in the Jabra Ladies Open,
which is the Ladies European
Tour qualifier for the Evian
Championship. And the winner
at Westlake gets exemption on
the Ladies European Tour until
the end of 2021, and spots into
the AEG British Women’s Open
and the Evian Championship.
“The stakes are loaded. We all
honed our short-games this
week, and this golf course
put up a huge challenge. It
was very tough out there, and
I think everyone who played
this week, will agree with me
that we are so much sharper
thanks to this experience.”
Monique Smit and Kim
Williams – partnering amateurs
Dana Eitzen from Canon South
Africa and SAGDB member
Curtley Roberts – finished third
on 205.
- LALI STANDER

5

KEEPING UP
WITH THE JONES’
The start of 2020 has been remarkable for Tee and Sandwedges. We hope you like our new and upgraded March issue. We took a little time to
bring you a more structured and we hope easier to read, publication. Please let us know what you think of the new look and we would love your
suggestions.
Tee and Sandwedges is sponsoring a number of club competitions in Johannesburg – from nearest the pin prizes to full 1st – 5th position.
Our aim is to eventually assist golf clubs with securing some sponsorship for golf days. Tee and Sandwedges is widely read by golfers – both
professional and amateur – and we would like your feedback on what articles you think are most readable.
This year Tee and Sandwedges is arranging 12 golf tournaments at upmarket golf venues including Champagne Sports Resort, Sun City, Parys,
Umhlali and Zimbali, Mbombela and Kruger Park Lodge. Please look for the tournament posters in Tee and Sandwedges for dates and rates.
We will be updating our calendar monthly.
Congratulations to Erik van Rooyen on his top 5 finish in the Mexico Open while on the amateur side Caitlyn Macnab and Casey Jarvis showed
their golfing class achieving the rare amateur double – winning the Aon Men’s and Woman SA Strokeplay and Amateur Championships in one
year. This was the first time that the men and women played in the same week on the same golf course. This proved to be a huge success.
The SA woman’s Masters that was held recently at San Lameer was wonderful and it is fantastic to see women’s golf getting a boost and growing
at a rapid pace. It was great to see the overseas support of the Ladies Sunshine Tour.
The Masters is around the corner and it would be great for golf if Tiger could repeat his fantastic win from last year. This is always good for golf.
On the local front club championships are being played or are soon to be and after the good rains the golf courses are in pristine condition and
the scores should be good. With the new handicapping system and golfers having to take 3 or more over on a hole this has really resulted in
slower rounds and very high scores. This is hardly inspiring for new and high handicap golfers. Such a pity that the rounds were sped up with
the new rules on the green – leave pin in etc. - and then they change the handicapping system and most are taking lots of shots out on the golf
course.

Aan Jones

Tee and Sandwedges has been joined by Garth Williamson, a 6 handicap golfer. Garth has been playing golf for over 40 years and is as passionate
about the game as Lynn and I.
See you on the tee
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GOLF
MEMBERSHIP
R750.00 PER YEAR
Become a Virtual Golf Member of Port Shepstone Country Club for R750.00 per year!!

YOUR MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
4 Oﬃcial SAGA Handicap Card, aﬃliated to Port Shepstone Country Club
4 Aﬃliation with KwaZulu-Natal Golf Union
4 Discounted Green Fees @ Port Shepstone Country Club
4 Join Now, valid for 12 months & renew the same month next year
4 No hidden costs - one oﬀ annual fee
4 Visit www.pscc.co.za or call 039 695 0140/1 to join today!
4 T’s & C’s Apply
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TURNER WINS
SA WOMEN’S
MASTERS ON THIRD
PLAYOFF HOLE

Jane Turner from Scotland celebrates her second Sunshine Ladies Tour victory after she clinched the prestigious Standard Bank South
African Women’s Masters title on the third extra hole in a sudden-death play-off at San Lameer Country Club; credit Shannon Naidoo.

It took three trips down the 18th in a playoff
before Scotland’s Jane Turner emerged
victorious over South Africa’s Cara Gorlei in the
Standard Bank South Africa Women’s Masters
at San Lameer Country Club last month.
Starting the day with a three-shot lead,
Turner struggled to a one-over 73 to finish
on one-under alongside Gorlei, who carded
a two-under 70.
In the playoff, Turner had the measure of the
par-four 18th and narrowly missed a birdie
attempt - but the tap-in was enough to give
her the win.
“I had to hole a long putt to get into the playoff,
which was a fantastic feeling,” said Turner.
“That was the hole we played in the playoff.
Every single tee shot I hit in the playoff, there
was only a three-yard difference to what I
had left in for my approaches. So I had the
approach dialled in by the end of the playoff.”
While Turner battled in the final round,
Milnerton rookie Gorlei – who led the first
round – was making a charge for the title.
The pair were tied after eight holes with Turner
one-over and Gorlei two-under. On 11, Turner
double-bogey to fall two behind before Gorlei
moved three-ahead with a gain on the 12th.
But two closing birdies for Turner, including
a vital birdie on the last helped her reel her
opponent in.
“Cara was three-under par at one point during
her round, and I made a double bogey on the
11th - but after that I got stuck in. I knew I could
still make the birdies, I just had to stay patient
and calm.
“My score doesn’t reflect that I was very calm
heading into the round today. I wasn’t overly
nervous, and just stuck to my game plan.
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“I am hugely honoured to win the Standard
Bank SA Women’s Masters. A number of

really great golfers have won this title in the
past, and I’m so thrilled to add my name to
the winner’s list.”

the table. It’s definitely a new kind of
excitement, because you might not get the
usual suspects at the top of the leaderboard.”

The Scotswoman, who celebrated her maiden
Sunshine Ladies Tour win last season in the
SuperSport Ladies Challenge at the Wild Coast
Sun Country Club, hinted that this could be the
start of a strong run for her this season.

Sharing third were Monique Smit and Kim
Williams on one-over, with Bonita Bredenhahn
and Bianca Lohbauer tied fifth on six over.

“I achieved my first win this year, but that
doesn’t mean it’s my last one. My main goal
was to win, but now that I’ve done it I can go
on and win more.
There are four more tournaments
on the Sunshine Ladies Tour
before I go back home to Europe,
so it’s already been a great start
to the season.”
Buoyed by the victory, the
confident 30-year-old was
excited to hop on a plane on to
take up her place in the limited
field for the Canon Serengeti
Par 3 Challenge – a new event
on the Sunshine Ladies Tour.
“You know, it’s a great
innovation by the Sunshine
Tour and Sergengeti to be
hosting a unique event like
this,” said Turner.
“The thing about a par three
tournament is that being a
big hitter isn’t necessarily an
advantage, but it places a big
emphasis on shot-making. We
as professionals and the fans
love to see what kind of shots
we can come up with. I think
it’s going to be a lot of fun, and
there is a lot of prize money on

- MICHAEL SHERMAN

FINAL RESULT
215 - Jane Turner (SCO) 71 71 73 (play-off 3rd hole)
215 - Cara Gorlei 69 76 70
217 - Monique Smit 73 75 69, Kim Williams 72 74 71
222 - Bonita Bredenhann (NAM) 78 74 70, Bianca Lohbauer
AMA 74 75 73
223 - Woo-Ju Son (KOR) 76 75 72, Maria Beautell (ESP) 75 71 77
224 - Leticia Ras-Anderica (GER) 79 75 70, Hannah Arnold
(USA) 77 74 73
225 - Emie Peronnin (FRA) 74 79 72
226 - Jessica Dreesbeimdieke (NAM) 73 78 75
228 - Michaela Fletcher 77 78 73, Clara Pietri (SUI) 77 76 75,
Zethu Myeki 74 76 78, Sharmila Nicollet (IND) 76 73 79
229 - Jordy LaBarbera (USA) 78 78 73, Brittney-Fay Berger 81 75 73
230 - Kelsey Nicholas 76 81 73, Pasqualle Coffa (NED) 80 74 76
231 - Rosie Davies (ENG) 77 80 74, Lauren Taylor (ENG) 75 79 77
232 - Francesca Cuturi 80 79 73, Christina Gloor (SUI) 79 77 76
235 - Rachel Drummond (ENG) 80 73 82
236 - Tara Griebenow 77 84 75
237 - Yolanda Duma 78 81 78, Julie Berton (FRA) 75 81 81,
Lindi Coetzee 83 72 82
238 - Shawnelle de Lange 78 82 78
240 - Melissa Eaton 83 83 74
247 - Siviwe Duma 86 81 80, Chiara Contomathios 89 78 80
258 - Sunelle von Molendorff 85 87 86
RTD - Kyle Roig (PUR) 79 85 RTD

GOLF COAST CELEBRATES
ANOTHER BIG TOURNAMENT
There is a buzz of excitement in the offices of South Coast Tourism in Port Shepstone, after the staging of
the South African Ladies Masters Golf tournament, which was played at the San Lameer Country Club from
February 19 to 21.
“We were very happy to host the SA Ladies Masters for the second year running,” said South Coast Tourism
chief executive, Phelisa Mangcu.
“It confirms our claim to the title of South Africa’s Golf Coast.”
“Golf is very important to tourism in the KwaZulu Natal South Coast region. Our area includes 11 beautiful
golf courses, each of which offers something unique to the golf enthusiast. Many of them have splendid
views of the Indian Ocean and our seven beautiful Blue Flag beaches, while others offer opportunities to spot
some of South Africa’s fabulous wild life while playing a round of golf.”
Mangcu said the South African Ladies Masters introduced a number of visitors to the area.
“It is sponsored by Standard Bank and they brought a number of guests to the tournament, while families
and friends also came to support the players.”
The South African Ladies Masters is the
second oldest women’s professional
golf tournament in South Africa. It has
a history of developing young talent and
reserves entries for top South African
amateur golfers, who compete for the
Sally Little Trophy. Sally Little was the
first golfer to win the South African
Ladies Masters in 1996.
The tournament was open to all women golf
professionals, both local and international,
and to amateur women golfers with a
handicap of six or less. It was played over
three rounds of strokeplay, with 18 holes
played each day.
Mangcu said the KZN South Coast
was very much a golfing destination,
attracting business and leisure players.
“There’s a lot of networking done on the
golf course, and these conversations
sometimes lead to ideas for conferences
and conventions, which in turn bring
more people to our region,” she said.
“The 11 golf courses in our area stretch
from Umkomaas along the coast to the
Wild Coast Sun and inland to Harding.
There is something for everyone. Some
groups even embark on a Golf Coast
tour, playing all 11 courses.”
But Mangcu pointed out that the South
Coast had more than golf more to offer
visitors to KwaZulu Natal.
“We are very proud of our seven Blue
Flag beaches. This is the highest number
of Blue Flag beaches in Africa and makes
the South Coast an ideal destination for
family holidays.
“We are within easy reach of
Johannesburg
and
Pretoria
and
hundreds of thousands of people flock
to the South Coast every year. The
Indian Ocean is warm all year round and
we have wonderful accommodation all
along the coast,” said Mangcu.
“Visitors can explore our rich cultural
heritage and we also offer adventure tourism.
“In recent years, the South Coast has
also attracted international film makers
because of the natural beauty and the
ideal weather.
“And the reason people keep coming
back to the South Coast is because of
our warm and welcoming people, who
make visitors feel at home.“

- JANE BRAMLEY
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DOUBLE DELIGHT FOR SOUTH AFRICA’S TOP GOLFERS

“I made some good putts coming down the
stretch that gave me a 4-up lead at the turn,”
he said. “It allowed me to play freely on the
second round and after I won the 19th and
20th to go 6-up, I felt I
could play a bit safer.
I knew I couldn’t relax
because James is a very
good player, so I stuck
to my game plan, I just
didn’t attack the pins.”
The SA Women’s Amateur
launched in 1906 and the
SA Amateur dates back
to 1892.
This year marked the
first time in the history
of the event that the
men’s
and
women’s
championships
were
played simultaneously and
the players enjoyed the
experience tremendously.

2020 Aon SA Amateur Championship winner Casey Jarvis.
Not even a two-hour delay due to dangerous
weather could halt the relentless charge of South
Africa’s two top-ranked golfers – Caitlyn Macnab
and Casey Jarvis – towards their place in golf history.
With their wins in the Aon South African
Amateur Championships, Macnab and Jarvis
both achieved the rare SA Amateur double –
winning the Aon Women’s and Men’s South
African Stroke Play Championships and
Amateur Championships in the same calendar
year and thereby also making GolfRSA history.
Astonishingly, in the first year that the women’s
and men’s championships were played in
the same week and at the same course, the
extra-ordinary Ekurhuleni pair added to an
even rarer piece of history.
The last time the double of the Aon South African
Stroke Play Championship and the Aon South
African Amateur Championship was achieved
by both men and women was in 2007, when
Ashleigh Simon and Louis de Jager prevailed.
Jarvis became the youngest champion in
history of the SA Stroke Play Championship
with his nine-stroke runaway victory at
Randpark Golf Club the week before
and the 16-year-old State Mines golfer
ended the run of Scotland’s James Wilson
with a comfortable 7&6 victory on Royal
Johannesburg & Kensington’s East Course.

“Having Aon as a sponsor
has been incredible,”
said Macnab.
“The branding, the look and the feel of the
championship was completely different. They
have really lifted the scale of the event and we
can feel it, especially on the women’s side. It
felt like a professional golf tournament, like
when you go to the South African Open.

2020 Aon SA Women’s Amateur Championship winner Caitlyn Macnab.
and short-sided myself on the ones that I
missed. Kyra was playing steady and all of a
sudden I was 3 down, so I had to work really
hard to get it back.
She was two down after the first 18 holes but
fought back and turned the match around,
winning with a par on the 15th hole.
“It feels awesome,” Macnab said. “To win one
of these events is really special so to win both
in the same year is just amazing. This is two
big items ticked off the bucket list, so I guess
I’ll need to reset a few goals this year.”
She had some words of encouragement for
Van Kan, who was bidding to break Ashleigh
Simon’s record as the youngest ever winner
of the Aon SA Amateur Championship.
“I am so impressed by how Kyra carried
herself and how she played the entire week,”
said Macnab. “She’s done incredibly well and
she’s really announced herself as someone to
look out for in the future.”

“Sharing the championship with the men has been
great. The vibe was fantastic, even if we sometimes
bumped elbows on the putting green. It was great
to go and cheer the guys on in their qualifier, and
then to see them return the favour and support us
in the SA Stroke Play final. The vibe has been good
and we’ve all cheered each other on.”
Jarvis was equally impressed by the new format
of the tournament, which will stay at Royal
Johannesburg & Kensington for the next two years.
“It’s a lot of fun playing with the women and they
really made the week more special. We loved
playing here at Royal Johannesburg & Kensington.
To play top courses in the Aon SA Amateur was
such a privilege and we are really excited to know
that we are coming back next year.”

Macnab was a huge favourite to win the final
as the number one ranked woman golfer in
South Africa, but surprisingly she fell behind
early to finalist Kyra van Kan.
“I think I was half asleep on the first nine,” she
said. “I hit one green in the first seven holes

2020 Aon SA Women’s Amateur Championship Flight
Division winner Ladina Semadeni from Switzerland.

2020 Aon SA Women’s Amateur Championship runner-up
Kyra van Kan with Aon South Africa Regional Manager
Commercial Risk Solutions Jacques de Villiers

Sixteen-year-old Jarvis was delighted to have
added the title to his impressive resume.
“I’m a bit lost for words at the moment,” he
said. “I was mentally tired after last week, so
to come here and manage to get the win is
something that I’m extremely proud of.
2020 Aon SA Amateur Championship runner-up
James Wilson from Scotland with Aon South Africa
Regional Manager Commercial Risk Solutions Jacques de Villiers
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His dominance was built around five birdies in
the last six holes of the first 18 holes.

Ladina Semadeni from Switzerland claimed her
first amateur victory when she defeated Boland
junior Ineke Brynard 2-up for the the Aon SA
Women’s Amateur Championship - Flight Division
title. “I am so excited that I decided to come and
compete in South Africa,” gushed the Swiss miss.
“Ineke was a great opponent and it was a very tight
match. I drove the ball really well, but my putting
wasn’t so great and I had to really scramble at
times. I’m so proud that I won, because this is
my first win and it feels great. I enjoyed this week
very much. GolfRSA and Royal Johannesburg
did a great job and it was very cool to have both
championships here together.”
WRITTEN BY LALI STANDER FOR GOLFRSA

VP WGSA

PRESIDENT WGSA

SARAH BRAUDE

SALLY GREASLEY

WGSA MEDAL COMPETITION, GOLFRSA CHAMPION
OF CHAMPIONS AND CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE ROAD TO THE
GOLFRSA CHAMPION
OF CHAMPION FINALS:
• Play in your Club Championships.
• The women’s and men’s A, B and C
Divisions Divisional Club Champions
from all the participating clubs in the
region compete against their counterparts
at the Regional (Union) Finals.
• The division winners of the Regional
Finals then go on to the GolfRSA
National Finals and have the
opportunity to be crowned the
GolfRSA National Champion of
their Division.
Mount Edgecombe (KZN) winners

Did you know that the Womens Golf South Africa
(WGSA) Medal Competition is open to all women
affiliated golfers in the country through playing
in their club Monthly Medal competitions? The
majority of clubs in South Africa play a Monthly
Medal and your nett score each month counts
towards either the WGSA Silver Medal (Handicap
Index 15.3 and Under) or WGSA Bronze Medal
(Handicaps Index 15.3 – 36.0) competition.

Ladies, if your club has not registered for the WGSA
Medal Competition, please ask them to do so with
your local Union. Further details can be found on our
web site (www.golfrsa.com) under About Us / Women /
WGSA Medal. Congratulations to all the WGSA Medal
winners in 2019 and enjoy a few photos of the winners.

WGSA Medal (Boland): Hermanus - Lynne Behagg (Silver)
& Stellenbosch - Carol van Niekerk (Bronze)
WGSA Medal (Gauteng North): The Els Club
Ella Cole (Silver) & Lynn Kaber (Bronze)

The National Finals were played last year at
Zebula and previously at Glendower. The finalists
are treated to a memorable experience - which
includes green fees, accommodation, meals,
memorabilia, welcome and closing functions and
so much more.

Over the year a players best four nett scores are
tallied to determine the Silver and Bronze winners in
each club. The winners receive a WGSA Medal badge
which is typically handed out by their Lady Captain at
the end of the year or possibly at the Union AGM.
WGSA Medal (KZN): Zimbali Bashni Govender (Bronze)

But there is more! If you play in your Club Championships
you stand the chance to be in contention in the GolfRSA
Champion of Champions competition.
This event pits the country’s divisional women’s
and men’s club champions, against each other
to determine the ultimate club champion golfer
of the year. The winners are crowned GolfRSA
Champion of Champions in each division.
WGSA Medal (KZN): Zimbali Cheryl Gerber (Silver)

“With almost every golf club in the country
playing Monthly Medals and holding annual Club
Championships, we encourage club members to
play in these events in 2020” said Sally Greasley
(WGSA President).
“We wish to thank and acknowledge the Lady
Captains and golf clubs who are instrumental
in organising their Monthly Medals and Club
Championships” said Greasley. “Thereby creating
the opportunity for the WGSA Medal awards and
further the opportunity for their divisional club
champions to embark on the ‘road to the GolfRSA
Champion of Champions Finals’”.

- SALLY GREASLEY

WGSA Medal (WP) Atlantic Beach Links
Wilmeen Harris (Bronze) & Candice Woodbridge (Silver)

WGSA Medal winner (KZN): Bosch Hoek - Isabel Verwey (Silver)
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COURSE OF THE MONTH
fairways and alternate trees, always mindful of the
fauna and flora”
• “Equipment was brought in for all the earthworks
but the farmers did all the planting”
• 1962 – Early days: along with the 9 hole golf course
the members also built the 2 bowling greens, 5 tennis
courts and the clubhouse- mostly by themselves
• 1970 – A fully grown country club on the horizon:
Peter Thomas built the 2 squash courts in 1970 and
once the courts were complete Umhlali was at last a
fully-fledged country club, offering golf, bowls,
squash, tennis and a members’ clubhouse
• Growth: Peter Matkovich accepted the invitation and
almost 2 decades after the birth of Umhlali Country
Club, the committee embarked on the project to
upgrade the course to a full 18 holes
• The new 18 hole course was open amidst great
fanfare on 11th November 1979

Fifty years on and Umhlali Country Club and it’s
Members have a rich history culminating with the
Club being The Club of the Year. In the late 1950’s
one farmer, Peter Hulett announced he was building
a cricket pitch on his farm. At the time, Umhlali’s
enthusiastic cricket club used the small grounds
of Umhlali Primary Scholl for practices, and played
all their matches at “away” venues. Much of the
socialising was done at the Umhlali Hotel.
Bert Ozard designed the original nine holes (now the
back nine). “The ladies brought trees, the farmers
brought labour and equipment, and someone in
the know set up the irrigation. Everyone in the
community brought something.
I have never
before experienced such community involvement in
constructing a golf course as happened here!”.

Umhlali Country Club has a variety of venues to suit
your requirements. They have the function hall which
seats up to 150 people or the boardroom which
is suitable for smaller meetings or presentations
and seats 20/30 people depending on your layout.
All rooms are equipped with TV’s or screens for
presentations and are fully air conditioned.
The club has undergone numerous upgrades over the
years and while parts of the facilities may bear little
resemblance to the club of 1961, we are very proud
of the club and its facilities. We hope even the long
standing members of Umhlali Country Club still feel
at home and that we will all continue to experience
good times and great camaraderie at our special club.

• 1980’s Gaining Momentum: “Umhlali Country Club
Continued to thrive” Umhlali kept the friendly sense
of community that had been its trademark from the
very beginning. You might arrive at Umhlali to play
sport as a visitor, but you left as a friend. It not only
met the sporting needs of the community but its
social needs too
• 1990’s: Umhlali Country Club was well established.
Ballito as a town was still tiny by anyone’s standards,
but had begun to flourish and attract large numbers of
holidaymakers, many of whom would flock to Umhlali
Country Club to play golf and other sports
• 2000 – Umhlali Country Club took a bold step
and this marked the turning point in the condition
of the course and was unquestionably an excellent
investment in sustaining Umhlali Country Club’s
main asset and income provider
• 2002 – Building begins on the housing estate.
Construction started in November/December 2002.
It was ironic that the first land to be turned under
the new sale agreement was where it all started for
Umhlali Country Club – at the cricket oval
• 2004 –Embracing the new era. By Christmas 2004
Umhlali Country Club had a new parking lot with
just over 220 parking spaces, 2 new squash courts
at roof height and the gatehouse nearing completion.
• Members were told that the time was approaching
for the golf course to be overhauled, EXCO approved
a budget of R2.4m for the purpose. This would
include the rebuilding of all the greens and bunkers,
plus some selected tees. With delight, members also
learned that Peter Matkovich would be re-designing
the course as a gift to Umhlali Country Club.

General Manager Derick Reinke
Left to Right: Chairman Mike O’Donovan, Honorary
President John Hulett and General Manager Derick Reinke

Gary Player, invited to view Umhlali’s new course when
it was nearing completion, remarked that “Umhlai could
develop into a truly great course”. In the first ever
rating of the top 12 courses in South Africa, Umhlali
just missed ranked 13th. The new 18-hole course was
opened amidst great fanfare, on 11 November1979,
combined with the annual and festive Matko’s Day.
The 18 hole Peter Matkovich designed golf course,
known as “the gem of the North Coast” melts into
the surroundings with indigenous vegetation. Dwarf
Paspalum Greens are in all year round great condition
coupled with beautifully manicured fairways provides
for an easy walk for every category of golfer.
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Golfing Groups from 20 to 144 are catered for.
Pensioners are treated to discounted rates on Monday
mornings. Thursday is officially Ladies day but the ladies
are welcome at any competition or event. Golf carts are
available and are fitted with GPS. The Pro Shop, Caddies
and Driving Range are there for your convenience and
to accentuate your total golf experience.

A SYNOPSIS OF THE HISTORY
OF UMHLALI COUNTRY CLUB
• The Umhlali Cricket Section was the embryo from
which Umhlali Country Club grew
• Fifty Six years on, the Umhlali Country Club and its
members have established a rich history that has
been moulded by the individuals, events and
stories which have made the club what it is today
• “It all started with one farmer, a scotch cart and
two oxen” – 1960
• The Co-Founders were successful in leasing and
later buying 90 acres at the acreage price of a
going cane farm, with an option to purchase a
further 18.65 hectares. This option-land mostly
consisted of gum plantation, which was later
transformed into the front nine holes of the course
• Bert Ozard designed the original nine holes (now
the back nine). “he spent many hours positioning

• 2005 – The period between Jan 2005 and the end
of 2007 was going to prove to be one of Umhlali’s
busiest and most eventful.
• 2007 – Umhlali Country Club is taking wings; “our
club is taking wings but it’s our members who make
I fly”
• 2010 – the fact that Umhlali Country Club emerged
from almost a decade of intense change; with a
full course upgrade, 5 new tennis courts, 2 new
squash courts, an upgraded bowls pavilion and
rebuilt bowling green, new roads and parking lots,
a substantially renovated clubhouse, pro shop and
irrigation system, the patronage of top class
sporting tournaments and a happy and growing
membership – is testimony to the wonderful spirit
that is Umhlali Country Club.
• Numerous regional, provincial, national and
international events have already been hosted at
Umhlali Country Club across all sporting sections
and we are excited for the future and what lies
ahead for Umhlali Country Club in the years to come.
For more information, visit:
www.umhlalicountryclub.co.za

UMHLALI CC
LEADING THE
WAY IN SOUTH
AFRICAN CLUB
INDUSTRY
If Umhlali Country Club’s
recent accolade of being
voted the 2019 Club of the
Year proves anything, it’s
that you don’t need to be the
biggest club with the biggest
budget to be able to thrive in
challenging economic times.
The club, located on the North
Coast
of
KwaZulu-Natal,
surprised some of the biggest
clubs in South Africa when it
received the top award from the
Club Management Association of
South Africa (CMASA).
It did so by excelling in a new
criteria system developed for
CMASA in partnership with RCA
Consulting, and which is the
most objective, transparent and
inclusive of the collective club
than ever before.
Umhlali Country Club scored
an overall 96.5% in the seven
criteria of Benchmarking
and Finance, Training, Legal
Compliance, Environment
Sustainability, Transformation,
Guest Experience, Member
Satisfaction, as well as
Communication and
Participation.
For General Manager Derick
Reinke, the award was the
result of years of hard work by
all concerned to ensure every
area of the club is improving
and enhancing the value for
its members and guests.
“It’s been a process at
Umhlali Country Club over the
past couple of years. In the
challenging economic climate,
we took an approach towards
increasing the experience and
adding value to everybody
who visits the club. We didn’t
just discount our product.
If people can still have an
enhanced experience at your
club, then they will still see
value in what they’re paying.”
Reinke says the new CMASA
criteria and guidelines served as
the perfect checklist for him and
his managerial team to ensure
they were meeting the standards
they want as a leading country
club in South Africa.
“It’s through following that process that we were
able to achieve this award. We used all of those
areas as a guideline to running a proper facility,

and it showed us that our members are generally very
happy with how we are running the club. The big question
everybody is asking us now is how do we maintain this?

It’s all about the finer things and the attention to
detail, listening and seeing what the needs are. That’s
the only way you can move forward and have never
ending improvement. You need to think outside the
box and take it one step at a time, tackling each area
where you can. It’s the small things that make the
difference, not just the big things.”
Reinke is also confident that the South African
club industry as a whole, under the leadership and
guidance of CMASA, is in a very positive space.
“It’s been a tough past five years for the industry,
but you can feel it changing and there is now a very
positive vibe in our industry.
The managers are enthusiastic about the industry
through CMASA’s guidance. I’m very positive about
it and I think the industry will grow from strength to
strength in years to come.”
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2020 VISION
In 1952, Florence Chadwick, an endurance
swimmer, attempted to swim the 26 miles
between Catalina Island and the California
coastline. She undertook the harrowing swim
watched on by small boats that watched for
sharks and were prepared to help her if she
got into trouble. After about 15 hours a thick
fog set in. Florence began to doubt her ability
and eventually asked to be pulled out. She
then realised that she had stopped swimming
just one mile away from her destination. A
few months later when she tried again the
same thick fog set in, but she persevered
and achieved her goal. She said that she kept
a mental image of the shoreline in her mind
while she swam.
This is one of my favourite stories that
underscores the importance of setting
goals, believing you can achieve them,
perseverance and communication. Whether it
is in your personal or work life, in playing golf
or administration of a club… these lessons
have something in it for all of us.
As club’s we should have a sound Strategic
Plan that should cover an average 5 year
period. I will not go into too much detail on the
processes involved in setting this Strategy as
that is a lengthy topic of its own. We should
however use regular opportunities to review
these plans and make sure that we are still
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working towards a bigger picture. Most clubs
are governed by volunteer committees that
are constantly changing and so it is important
that you have your plan in place to avoid a
whole new plan being hashed up each year.
Imagine how impossible it can be to work
towards a goal that is continually changing.
Communication of your plan is important to
ensure that everybody is swimming in the
same direction. As club’s you should share
your plan with members and all staff in the
organisation to ensure maximum support.
It would be pointless having your Executive
management and committee working towards
a specific goal if the rest of your stakeholders
are not aware of it. You don’t necessarily have
to get into too much of the detail but you
should share the broader outlines and make
everybody aware of what you are ultimately
aiming for. A truly successful person or
organisation can normally do a great job
of articulating and sharing their goals. An
important part of communicating your goals,
personal or otherwise, is that it becomes real
and creates a level of accountability. If you
just think about it, it remains a dream… write
it down and set yourself a proper goal.
You have shared your goals and vision –
it’s now just as important to monitor your
progress and share your progress with

everybody on a regular basis. Imagine
Florence in her first attempt and if she had
been given the feedback to say that she has
completed 96 % of her ordeal and that only the
final 4%, 1 solitary mile, was left between her
and the rewards and recognition that awaited
her. That last bit always seems to go quicker
as you anticipate the end. In today’s fast
changing world where greater transparency
is expected, we should be sharing more of the
detail with more of our staff. The benefits of
sharing are that hopefully your team will have
a greater understanding of the successes
and challenges along the way and will be
more supportive.
Part of the success of setting goals is trying to
remain focussed on the important things and
not get distracted by all the other clutter that
is around us constantly trying to influence our
direction. Keep your focus, keep checking on
progress and recommitting to your goals and
it will be so rewarding to look back on your
year and celebrate everything you have been
able to achieve.
Don’t procrastinate – take advantage of this
moment and do it now!
EXCO CMASA - PAUL LEISHMAN

SMIT CLAIMS EMOTIONAL
VICTORY IN SOWETO

challenge when she dropped five shots on the outward loop.

great moments and the not-so-great ones,” said the 28-year-old.

With her lead cut to just one shot, the Czech golfer started
the back nine with five straight pars, but Smit matched her
shot for shot, including answering Vanova’s birdie on the par
four 15th with one of her own.

“She was my best friend and my biggest supporter and the
hardest thing I ever had to do was to lay my mom to rest. To
come into the final day with a seven-shot deficit was nothing
compared to that. I could hear her tell me just give an extra
10% and I did that today.

“The birdie on 15 was a super lucky one. I hit a good 3-wood
down the fairway and I took a three-quarter wedge into the
green because we had a bit if wind from behind. I started it
out a fraction to the right and I got such a good member’s
bounce. It stopped five feet from the pin, and I knocked it in
to stay one shot behind Sideri.”
Photo: Sunshine Ladies Tour
Monique Smit claimed an emotional fourth Sunshine Ladies
Tour title at the Joburg Ladies Open, where she tapped in for
par at the final hole to emerge from an enthralling finale with
a one-shot victory.
Almost exactly a month ago, the South African won a fourway play-off to clinch the 20th and final card on offer for the
2020 Ladies European Tour season at the final stage of the
LET Qualifying School in Spain.
The 28-year-old George golfer brought that same big match
temperament to Soweto Country Club on the final day to edge
out overnight leader Sideri Vanova with a one-under-par 71 to
triumph on one-under 217.
Vanova from the Czech Republic started the day with a seven
shot advantage, but the Oubaai golfer started to close the gap
in impressive fashion with birdies at the second and third holes.
“I hit a solid 8-iron straight at the pin, four feet short of the hole
and boxed the putt for birdie,” said Smit. “On third, I managed
to get it on for two. It should have dropped for eagle, but just
slipped past and I had a tap-in birdie.”
Smit bounced back from a double bogey on the fourth with
another gain on the par four fifth and countered a drop on the
eight with a birdie on nine to turn one-under.
“The fourth was just an oops on the scorecard. On five, I took a
lesser club and hit it hard and I got a favourable kick on to the upper
tier of the green and holed a beautiful 15-footer for birdie. And I
made another solid birdie on nine to keep the momentum going.”
Vanova – chasing a career first victory in her debut on the
South African women’s professional golf circuit – aided Smit’s

Both players had just hit their second shots into the 16th
when play was suspended for dangerous conditions.
A heavy 60-minute downpour during the nearly three hour
suspension had left the firm greens a little more receptive,
but the already penalising rough absolutely brutal. Smit made
a superb par from the back of the green, while Vanova failed
to capitalise on a 12 footer for birdie on 16.
“Sideri took on the pin on 17 (par three). She overshot the green
and caught a bad bounce that left her in the trees. She dropped
another shot and I made a good par to level the score,” Smit said.
On 18, the 30-year-old Czech paid the price of an errant
drive when she leaked her tee shot left into the rough.
Smit’s percentage golf earned her a share of the lead on the
penultimate hole and a cautious 3-wood off the tee on the
final hole set her up for the win.
“The rough had been so punishing on a dry day, but with the
rain it was like chewing gum. Sideri hit her second shot with
absolutely everything she had, but she only advanced it a few
metres. She hit a magnificent third out of the rough, though
and was about 15 feet short right of the pin,” Smit explained.
“I was well behind her with the 3-wood off the tee and had
the advantage of going first. I just wanted to find the putting
surface when I saw her in the rough. I lagged my first putt
to half a foot and she nearly holed her putt. Unfortunately it
pulled up short and I had the par putt for the win.”
Smit was visibly emotional in a post-round interview and
dedicated the victory to her mom Rejeanne, who passed away
last year. “Mom was always on the bag over six seasons on the
Sunshine Ladies Tour. She was on the bag for my first win in the
Dimension Data Ladies Pro-Am in 2014 and she shared in all my

“I tried to win the Joburg Ladies Open for four years, and
finally Bongi Mokaba from the City of Joburg has given me
the trophy. I am so proud of the way I achieved it. Soweto
Country Club demands respect and rewards it, and that is
what I did for 54 holes. I stayed true to my game plan to hit
fairways and greens and to show the course respect. I’m
absolutely over the moon with this result.
I am so proud of the way I achieved it. Soweto Country Club
demands respect and rewards it, and that is what I did for
54 holes. I stayed true to my game plan to hit fairways and
greens and to show the course respect. I’m absolutely over
the moon with this result.
“I want to congratulate Sideri on a wonder start to her season.
Her smile never wavered, no matter what happened out there
and she is a wonderful ambassador for the game, a great
example to other pros and a fantastic role model for the youth.
I’m sure we will be seeing more of her in the next two weeks.”
Vanova closed with a round of 78 to seal a runner-up finish,
while Stacy Bregman took third on six-over with her final
round 73. Fourteen-year-old Stephanie Barbaglia won the
leading amateur prize. The Bryanston golfer carded rounds
of 73, 79 and 76 to tie for seventh.
The Sunshine Ladies Tour travels to Glendower Golf Club next week
for the R600 000 Jabra Ladies Classic, where the international field
will fight it out for the winner’s share and a spot in the Jabra Ladies
Open on the Ladies European Tour from 4-6 March.
This is the penultimate event before the season wraps up with
Investec SA Women’s Open at Westlake Golf Club from 12-14 March.
The Sunshine Ladies Tour showpiece, co-sanctioned with
the Ladies European Tour and the Women’s PGA of South
Africa, boasts a R200 000 prize fund and the winner not only
earns exemption on the Ladies European Tour until the end of
2021, but will tee it up in two Majors this year – the AIG British
Women’s Open and the Evian Championship.
- LALI STANDER
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A CLASS OF ITS OWN

The BMW National Golf Cup National Final was
held at the Gary Player Country Club. All finalists,
sponsors and guests were booked in to the
beautiful The Palace for 2 nights and were wined
and dined regally. BMW have been sponsoring
the International BMW Golf Club for the last 27
years and very proudly the International Finals will
be held for the 2nd time at Fancourt Golf Estate
from 2 – 7 March 2020.

Regions

Men A

Royal JHB & Kensington

Ben Kleynhans
Kobus du Plooy
Andre Pistorius
Highland Gate
Reza Ballim
Ricardo Gomes
Bryan Theron
St Francis Links
David Insenberg
Edgar Antezana
David Trevett
A highlight was Mr Gary Player being present for
the 2 days. On the first day he did a clinic for the
golfers and in the evening Dan Nicholl conducted
an interview with Mr Gary player. The golfers were
delighted to be in the presence of a great man
who has done so much for South African golf.

The eventual winners were Barbara Cochrane, Jannie
van Breda and Mohamed Su who will be representing
South Africa at the International Final at Fancourt.
They were 3 very happy and worthy winners and
are looking forward immensely to the opportunity of
bringing home the trophy for South Africa.

From your arrival to the Awards Function the
B to an experience that
Ladies
players areMen
treated
will live
with them forever.
Prinesh Pillay
Rachel Sellers
Mogopodi
Mokoenain a worldLindiwe
Mbongwe
The opportunity
to participate
class event,
the opportunity
to
participate
in
an
all
expenses
paid
Ed Warburton
Dudu Hlatshwayo
Final and the
further
opportunity to participate
the
Jose
Gomes
CeceliainAbraham
World Final.
The
Gary
Player
golf
course
lived
up
to
Overall winners: (left to right) Mohamed Su,
Mukesh Modi
Nidene Stapelberg
its wonderful
reputation
and
it
must
be
said
that
the
Barbara Cochrane and Jannie van Breda
Chris Jansen
Nola Peceur
greens are the best I have played on in many years –
Clive de Wit
Lynn Slogrove
The MC’s for the event Dan Nicholl and Jo-ann
and I mean at any golf club. The golf course was in
Mike Floyd
Millie Dondashe
Strauss were excellent and ensured that they kept
pristine condition and the temperature was a little
Marc Marryatt
Demi Flanaghanthe golfers excited and motivated for the 2 days
high at around 34 degrees. Still the golf played was
and looking forward to the prospect of going to
top notch and the competition was fiercely, but in
Fancourt for the International Finals.
great spirit, fought out by the golfers.

Jeff Clause, Gary Player and Thilosh Moodally (General
Manager of Customer, Brand & Channel Development)

From July to November over 5 000 amateur
golfers participated in their club competition with
the winners from each region being invited to the
National Finals at Sun City from 29 – 31 January
2020. Over the 2 days BMW went out of their way
to ensure that their guests enjoyed an event like no
other and all participants left raving about the event
and the incredible way in which they were treated.

16

The first evening was a dinner at the Valley of the
Waves and the Prize Giving function was held in the
Entertainment Centre function room – including a red
carpet. Excellent meals, excellent accommodation,
excellent service, wonderful attention to detail and
congratulations BMW, Carol Lourens and Kelly
Frasco for an event that is something for all golfers to
aspire to play in. The BMW’s that drove us around
are wonderful and definitely makes one want one.

Lucky draw winner of ticket to Germany

IT’S ABOUT THE

LIFESTYLE

Woodhill Country Club's John Deere Fleet:
2 x TX Turf Gator™ Utility Vehicle, 2 x 2500B PrecisionCut™ DieselRiding Greens Mower,
2 x 7200A PrecisionCut™ Trim & Surrounds Mower, 3 x 7400A TerrainCut™Trim & Surrounds Mower

Woodhill Residential Estate and Country Club is a
superb lifestyle estate that offers its residents so
much in terms of the ultimate “desirable” lifestyle.
Security, multiple lifestyle facilities and a standard
of living that sees its residents donning a sense of
pride and achievement with being part of the estate.

Hugo van den Berg (course superintendent of
Woodhill Country Club) has grown his John
Deere fleet to include 9 machines, which
includes utility vehicles, tee and green surround
mowers and rough and semi-rough mowers.

The magnet and gem that brought about this
existence … the exquisite golf course that runs its
grassy veins between the beautiful houses upon
and below the hill that gives the estate its name.
Visiting the estate in the early hours of the
morning gives one a look into estate living,
with joggers donning headlamps, the odd
walkers with dog in tow, the early risers
bustling to get out ahead of rush hour traffic
and loads of activity on the golf course.
This is the “prep” time for the course staff
that go about their business getting the
course ready for the golfers and members
who have decided to get in 9 or 18-holes
before heading off to their places of work.
The silence is gently broken by the powerful yet quiet
purr of a 41 horse power motor nestled within the
sleek design of the precision made” green machine”.
Moving swiftly through the early morning darkness,
this impressive John Deere mower is about to work
its magic on the superbly manicured masterpiece
that is Woodhill Country Club.
The distinctive yellow logo of the leaping deer
is becoming more prominent within the golf
course turf management industry and the course
superintendent at Woodhill Country Club is part
of the movement that recognises the quality
and the benefits that the John Deere golf course
machinery is offering to this competitive market.

Hugo van de Berg
He is massively impressed with the
performance of all the machines in respective
departments, particularly the quality of the
results achieved by the mowers.

Also impressive is the simplicity and easeof-use relating with adjusting cutting heights,
which he claims to be a “revelation” and has
significantly reduced time and effort spent
adjusting these settings required to do so.
Hugo and his team have achieved exceptional
results, which are visibly evident when you
visit Woodhill Residential Estate and Country
Club or have the privilege of playing the
magnificent Peter Matkovich layout, which

has hosted many Sunshine Tour events since
it opened in 1999, including the Telkom PGA
Championships between 2001-2005.
The course is always in immaculate condition!
Having cut his teeth at a number of famous
golfing destinations around the globe
(including Richmond Golf Club (United
Kingdom) and Anahita (Mauritius)), as well
as locally at Monument Golf Club (now
Waterkloof Golf Club), Royal Johannesburg
& Kensington Golf Club and Euphoria, Hugo
has had the great fortune of honing his
greenkeeping skillset under the watchful
eyes and mentorship of a number of the turf
industry stalwarts including Frikkie Potgieter
(former superintendent at Woodhill Country
Club, now at The River Club) and Malcolm
Bromley (Golf Data when he was assistant
greenkeeper at Royal Johannesburg &
Kensington Golf Club).
The results of his education and experience
manifest in the condition and playability of this
fantastic golf course and both the members
and homeowners are immensely proud of the
course and their team that always presents it
so magnificently.
Hugo steps past the compliments offered
and is quick to add:
“My team is the heartbeat of the course,
and deserve all the possible praise. I am
very lucky that the majority of the team
have been employed at the club since the
construction started in 1997. I have one of
the best workshop managers in the industry
and he makes sure the fleet keep delivering a
superior quality of cut. My assistant Matthew
has a bright future ahead of him and is
rounding off his skill set at Woodhill.”
The unsung hero of the course’s pristine
condition comes in the form of the machinery
which allows Hugo and his accomplished
team the confidence and guarantee of
ensuring the highest quality on an ongoing
basis, and John Deere equipment is the ideal
complement to this recipe.
Backed by Afgri Equipment, John Deere golf
turf equipment is well supported in all aspects
by a brand that is one of the most recognised
in the world today.
The service and quality assurances that are
in place with the purchase of machinery are
unmatched and credibly managed by Christo
de Koning and Johan Snyman from Afgri
Equipment, who look after John Deere’s golf
machines in the golfing industry.
The ultimate setup … a great team with great
John Deere machinery to crown their glory.
For more information regarding John Deere
golf and turf equipment contact the Afgri
Equipment agents:

Christo.DeKoning@afgri.co.za
or Johan.Snyman@afgri.co.za

Christo DeKoning

Johan Snyman
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nine areas of focus in Part Three. Thereafter,
in Part Four the Annual Survey reviews
current developments in terms of Legislation,
Regulation, Enforcement and Case Law.

GOVERNANCE AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPLIANCE

Based on the information discussed above,
Part Five of the Annual Survey then poses the
question “Is weak governance compliance
an indicator of deeper challenges facing
amateur golf in South Africa?” and a look at
the state of the health of the golf industry in
South Africa in respect of good governance
and environmental compliance. The Annual
Survey concludes with recommendations for
2020, a special thank you to all those clubs
that participated in the Annual Survey, and a
request that all clubs consider participating
in the forthcoming year’s survey.
- JOHN COLLIER
JOHANNESBURG
ajcollier@telkomsa.net

SOUTH AFRICAN GOLF COURSES
The thirteenth edition
of the John Collier
Annual Survey on
Environmental Compliance
and Good Governance for South African Golf
Courses is due to be published shortly and
mailed out to golf clubs, industry representative
bodies and golf provincial unions in March.

This thirteenth Annual Survey
provides
an
essential
tool
for
chairmen,
management
committees and club management
of golf courses as well as industry
representative
bodies
and
constitutes a benchmark for all
golf clubs and representative
bodies to measure themselves
against latest trends. Furthermore,
within the changing legislative and
regulatory environment, it provides
an opportunity to consider the
changes taking place.
The structure of the Annual
Survey
commences
with
disclosing our findings under the

PRINSLOO, RITCHIE CLAIM SECOND
SUCCESSIVE TEAM CHAMPS TITLE
a little bit of a charge from the guys who were
coming behind us. But we played brilliantly
together as a team after a tough struggle at
the start. But we are happy we managed to
turn on the fireworks and bring it home.”
The bogey they made on the first hole was
quickly forgotten as they made birdie on the
next hole. Two pars later something clicked.
Five consecutive birdies followed as they
turned in 31 but that was not the end of it. A
birdie on the 10th was quickly followed by an
eagle on the 12th hole. Then birdies on the
17th and the 18th holes sealed the victory for
Prinsloo and Ritchie.
JC Ritchie and Jaco Prinsloo made history
on Saturday when they claimed the 2020
Gauteng Team Championship hosted by
Dainfern, becoming the first team to defend
this title since its inception in 2018.
They signed for a tournament total of 25-underpar 191 to claim a two-stroke victory over the
team Jaco Ahlers and Vaughn Groenewald
after rounds of 61, 68 and 62. Ritchie and
Prinsloo came into the final round leading
by a single stroke at 15-under-par. A bogey
on the first hole marked a shaky start for the
defending champions but what followed next
was nothing short of spectacular.
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“We are very chuffed to have defended this
title,” said Ritchie, “I think we were expecting

FINAL RESULT

		

BY: MATTHEWS MFUBU

“After a good stretch of holes bringing back
a bad start, that eagle really settled us down,
giving us a nice cushion to play the last six
holes with,” continued Ritchie.
Prinsloo was equally ecstatic to become only
the first team to successfully defend this title.
“The conditions today were similar to
yesterday’s because we started with the
umbrellas out because it was raining,”
remarked Prinsloo, “it was tough but I just
took a back seat and watched JC play the golf
course the way it should be played. We are
really happy with this win.”
The first round of this exciting tournament
was a betterball format, the second round
was foursomes while the final round was also
a betterball.

191 - JC Ritchie & J Prinsloo 61 68 62
193 - J Ahlers & V Groenewald 62 68 63
194 - D Germishuys & U van den Berg 64 70 60, K Barker & D McIntyre 63 69 62, H Bruiners & A Nel 59 71 64
195 - CJ du Plessis & S Wears-Taylor 62 71 62, O Strydom & D McGuigan 64 70 61
196 - S Ferreira & B Follett-Smith 65 68 63, T Fisher Jnr & N Schietekat 62 71 63,
J Van Zyl & D Fichardt 62 69 65, J Roos & C Basson 61 69 66
197 - L Rowe & S Surry 63 69 65
198 - G Mulroy & A De Decker 65 68 65, M Muthiya & A Haig 65 68 65, H Du Plessis &
J Hugo 62 71 65, D Naidoo & J du Preez 65 69 64
199 - J Redman & K Horne 63 71 65, F From & P Eriksson 66 69 64, W Dingle & L de Jager 67 68 64
201 - K Davidse & D Petersen 63 71 67, R van der Spuy & T Ryan 64 69 68, A Michael & R Tipping 62 72 67
202 - M Palmer & JJ Senekal 65 70 67
205 - J Dreyer & L Albertse 65 68 72

FEELING
THE PINCH
With the brain drain in full swing and the economy
hitting the bottom of the cup, the cracks in every
South African industry are beginning to swallow
our souls, our hope and our dreams with the same
might and vigour of all that used to be great in our
Rainbow Nation.
With all of this, the golfing industry is suffering to
the extent that golfers and golf clubs are being
cornered into taking and making desperate
decisions to continue upholding the pillars of our
sacred game … and it’s not pretty.
So this is another “Doom and Gloom” article
ala every other media source and publication,
dispelling the irreparable state of our nation and
the carnage caused by politicians and crooks that
have decayed and rotted our beautiful country …
No. This is not that article and is going to be one
of hope and positivity!
So many “old school” clubs are feeling the pinch
and are digging whatever they can out of loans,
short-term crack fillers like cheap memberships
and ridiculously discounted rounds of golf that
skew the industry into a disturbingly distorted
price war.
Being reasonably involved with the various
channels of social media, I found one particular
post by a prominent and luxury golf club for
holiday golf in December quite intriguing.

Along with other expenses like rates, taxes,
water, power alternatives (with Eskom’s superb
performance over the past few years, a gennie
and/or solar power alternatives have been
installed), which don’t come for free.
Machinery and golf carts also run at an expense
and once you weigh it all up, R 600 for all that was
included in the offer is really a bargain, unless you
want to see a “closed” sign on the golf club gates
in a year’s time.
Benchmarking ridiculously discounted greenfees
and special offers are not good for the industry
and I would urge golf clubs to avoid making
these common practice. You are damaging the
many years spent building a “market related”
expectation and as I always say … short-term
solution = long—term problems. Not only for your
club, but others too.
I listened to one of South Africa’s most respected
golf club manager’s at a “turf” meeting recently, and
it warmed my spirit to hear that he attributed much
of his club’s success to a “no discount” policy.
You get what you pay for, so if you want to play
for free or for a fee not worthy of covering the
club’s overheads for your visit, expect to play on
a golf course that is of the condition and standard
relative to that fee.
To the golf clubs that are battling … you are not alone.

It’s called “covering costs”.
Believe it or not, clubs employ staff and plenty of
them. So salaries need to be paid.
Then there are the expenses of maintaining the
clubhouse and the course. Not a cheap exercise,
especially when the expectation of Joe Golfer is
that the course should be in equal condition to the
courses showcased on the PGA Tour.
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• Rules that allow the guest to be able to feel
welcome and an environment that doesn’t restrict
or limit him from his everyday amenities and
requirements i.e. no restriction of cell phone use,
relaxed dress regulations etc.
• Create an environment conducive to catering
and providing facilities for the entire family. Make
your club a destination that people want to visit
and spend time at.
• Wifi and an environment that allows for a guest
to be able to plug in and attend to mails and
messages as he would in his work environment,
home or coffee shop. This is part of the success
of many successful restaurant and coffee shop
franchises. You want the golfer to buy his
breakfast and coffee at your facility rather than
doing that elsewhere, then rushing to the club to
make his tee-off time.

Then … If you have spare land …
develop it!
Driving ranges are costly tracts of
land to maintain and are normally
poorly utilised.

I thought that this offer would be
met with much excitement and the
club may be questioned as to what
“the hidden costs” were or perhaps
even the suggestion of a misprint in
the ad might have been the case.

I shake my head at this and hope to make a little
sense to those that are yapping away at the
overpriced bargains that are on offer at clubs
throughout our fine country.

• An impeccably high standard of quality and
service (you can’t get a discount on this)

This stuff isn’t rocket science and
doesn’t cost much.

U$ 40 for all of that!?

In fact a few keyboard warriors even blurted that
this was a “rip off” and “way too expensive”.

It varies, and there are many, many factors, but if
you consider some of the factors employed by the
a number of the current “exclusive” and successful
clubs, they include a few of the following:

There are dozens of “easy to accommodate”
aspects that can make your club a better, more
profitable facility. Just ask around.
Ask your members what they want.
Ask your guests. Ask other club
managers and even your staff.

They were advertising a round of golf, golf cart hire
and halfway house for just under R 600,
which if you compared this rate to any
decent course anywhere in the US
or Europe, wouldn’t cover the car
attendant’s fee to park your car in
the visitor’s parking lot at the club.

Instead, the comments read totally
differently to this and were
shockingly negative.

Well, it isn’t anything in particular, but it is what
appeals to those you want to entice to spend their
money at your club and play at your course.

Every industry and their people are having the
same issues.
The solution … get negative, moan, cheat, steal
and scrape through this tough time, even if it’s at
a loss, but you might survive.
NO!!!
Time to start thinking out-of-the-box and
reinventing yourselves.
There are a number of golf clubs in Johannesburg
that are thriving through this tough time. High nettworth golfers from other clubs are flocking there and
are even prepared to sit at the bottom of a 2-year
waiting list to become part of the “new order”.
Why?
What is the “new order”?

Panhandle, develop the land and reap
the benefits of “fairway frontage”
property development.
To substitute the loss of your driving range … a
simulator centre will be better used, cheaper to
maintain and uses only a fraction of the space.
Let’s go! Let’s get smarter and better at what we
do and change the attitude of the industry.
- MICHAEL SCHOLZ
THE 40 YEAR-OLD ROOKIE
+27 78 905 1547
40yearoldrookie@gmail.com
www.40yearoldrookie.co.za
Facebook: 40 Year Old Rookie

TORO HELPS MAKE SA OPEN A
SUCCESS AT RANDPARK GOLF CLUB
To keep the fairways in top condition, the Reelmaster 5510-D was on hand
Randpark Club recently hosted a successful SA
Open tournament from January 9-12. Testimony to
the playability of the two courses was the very low
winning score of -21, as well as Brandon Stone’s
compliment to the greenkeeping team for the
“best” fairways he has played on in a while. Smith
Power-supplied Toro machines played a significant
role in keeping the turf in the best condition.
Boasting what is deemed to be two of the best
manicured courses in South Africa, as well as a
separate mashie course, Randpark is one of the
golf clubs in Johannesburg that has three courses.
The two 18-hole manicured courses, Bushwillow
and Firethorn offer golfers world-class playability.
Testimony to this world-class playability is the recent
successful hosting of the SA Open. Won by Brendan
Grace, the tournament recorded a very low winning
score of -21. However, the major talking point for the
greenkeeping team and the golf course management
at large was Brandon Stone’s comments regarding the
fairways at the facility.

staff. “It’s always a feather in the cap to hear a top golfer
saying such remarks about our course,” says Innes.
While he attributes lady luck to the conditions
during the tournament, saying everything just fell
in place, especially the rain that fell at just the
right time, Innes has paid tribute to Smith Power
Equipment for the support during the tournament.
For the past 25 years, Smith Power Equipment,
the local supplier of Toro equipment, has always
been the preferred supplier to Randpark Club.

GREAT SUPPORT
Smith Power loaned two walk-behind greens mowers,
the GM1021 models, a 5510-D fairway mower, and a
3100-D semi-rough mower to Randpark. The machines
were deployed to keep the greens and fairways in top
condition prior and during the tournament.
To keep the fairways in top condition, the
Reelmaster 5510-D was on hand. The 35,5 hp
(26,5 kw) Reelmaster 5510-D fairways mower
comes standard with the larger 17,8 cm diameter
cutting units for heavy mowing conditions where
extra capacity is needed. The light weight design
of the 5510-D allows for reduction of weight
without giving up performance and durability.
The GM1021 offers multiple innovations – including
an industry-first telescoping handle – to deliver
unparalleled cut quality and consistent playability
on each and every green.

Stephen Mangold, Smith Power's National
Sales Manager for Toro & Roger Innes,
Head Course Superintendent at Randpark
Speaking to the media in a pre-tournament
interview, Stone said the fairways at Randpark
Golf Course were the best he had seen anywhere
in recent years. “They are so perfect that you
even feel guilty about taking a divot,” the 26-yearold was quoted by News24.
For Roger Innes, Head Course Superintendent at
Randpark, this is a significant compliment to him and his

Commenting on Smith Power’s support, Innes
recalls one hectic Saturday during the run-up to the
tournament when the greens were dry with no dew
whatsoever. The older machines struggled and they
had to deploy the two GM 1021 units Smith Power had
supplied as standby machines. “I just want to thank
Smith Power for their great support. If it wasn’t for the
extra machines they lent us, we wouldn’t have been
able to keep standards this high,” says Innes.

TOPDRESSING DOES THE TRICK
Brandon Stone was quoted as saying the greens
were “exceptional too”. To keep the greens standards
high, in 2018 Randpark invested in a Workman HDX
with Pro Pass Top Dresser supplied by Smith Power.
The machine has since made a huge difference. “We
have deployed the new HDX for top dressing of the
greens. It has since made such a massive difference
at the club,” explains Innes.

Brandon Stone, here at Randpark for the South African Open
hosted by the City of Joburg, has paid the greenkeeping
staff the highest possible compliment by saying the fairways
are the best he's seen anywhere in the last few years.�

Topdressing entails spreading a thin even layer of fine
sand over the playing surface. “Topdressing is one of
the single most important procedures we can do to
improve playing conditions, but also improve longterm turfgrass health,” explains Innes. “Topdressing
of greens is one of the most important procedures
that every good golf course should do. For us, it
offers several benefits, including smoothing the
putting surface, reducing/diluting thatch build-up,
firming up the surface and offering overall improved
grass health,” adds Innes.
The Workman HDX with a Pro Pass Top Dresser,
which has replaced an older version of the same
machine (spec for spec) is offering new capabilities
in that regard. It can top-dress all the greens in just
two hours, compared to double the time achieved by
the older machine. “The machine is usually deployed
once a week. However, during the run-up to the
tournament, we use it twice a week. Its precision
does make life easier compared with what we used
to have,” explains Innes.
Conventionally, topdressing of greens at golf
courses involves spreading a thin even layer of
fine sand over the playing surface and then either
dragging it in with a brush or watering it in with
overhead irrigation sprinklers. “The Workman HDX
is a utility vehicle that undertakes three main tasks;
top dressing, spraying and fertilizing spreading,”
explains Stephen Mangold, Toro National Sales
Manager at Smith Power Equipment.
“It’s a versatile utility vehicle that allows you to
swap the implements around depending on the
task you want to undertake. It’s also easy to swap
the three implements around; it takes about 15
minutes,” says Mangold.

www.smithpower.co.za
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Overlooking the first green of the 18-hole
championship White River Golf Course, Oliver’s
is an owner-managed Boutique Lodge located
just 15 minutes’ drive from Kruger Mpumalanga
International Airport.

Our ‘home away from home’ provides the perfect base for golfers looking to enjoy the Lowveld courses, including playing rights
at the world-renowned Leopard Creek Golf Course, a must on all golfers bucket lists!
We have a choice of upmarket rooms on offer to suit your needs, with our in-house restaurant offering mouth-watering a-la-carte
dishes. Our on-site Wellness and Beauty Clinic provides the full range of beauty treatments, including a variety of massages, ideal
to help you unwind after a long day on the course.
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South Africa’s Martin Vorster boxed a 30-footer for eagle in the ﬁnal hole of regulation play to
force a play-off, then wore down his opponent in the fourth hole of the sudden-death shoot-out
to win the African Amateur Stroke Play Championship at Leopard Creek Country Club.
The 18-year-old Southern Cape golfer edged out Great Britain’s Olly Huggins when he made par on the ﬁrst hole, after replaying
the 18th three times was not enough to break the deadlock when both players ﬁnished on four-under-par for the tournament –
and those play-off holes were interrupted by a lengthy weather delay after they had played 18 again twice.

VORSTER EDGES HUGGINS FOR AFRICAN AMATEUR SUCCESS

“It was unreal,” said Vorster. “I’m speechless. This win means so much to me.”
It means a lot, because it was Vorster’s fourth international victory in four years after he won the 2017 Italian U-16 International,
2018 Junior Open and the 2019 East of Ireland.
The GolfRSA National Squad member also captained the South African Junior Proteas to a record-setting 41-under-par victory in
the Toyota Junior Golf World Cup in Japan last year – a full 18 years after Major champions Louis Oosthuizen and Charl Schwartzel
captured the country’s ﬁrst title with Albert Kruger and Christian Ries.
For long periods of the ﬁnal round, Huggins was in control by virtue of his smart play and his great putting. He laid up on all the
par-ﬁves, aimed for the biggest part of the greens in the face of tough pin positions and then making putts when he needed them.
Vorster, however, was stalking him through the back nine.
A birdie on 15 put him within two strokes
of the lead. “I had a bit of a rough start,”
he said. “After nine holes, I knew I was
a bit behind and I had to make a few
birdies. I made two on 13 and 15, and
then missed a very short one on 17. I
knew then that Olly had ﬁnished on fourunder so I had to make the eagle on the
last – thankfully it fell!”

Photo By: Ernest Blignault

MEMBERSHIP
SUBSCRIPTIONS 2020

That it did fall was in no small part
due to some good putting all week.
“The putting deﬁnitely saved me this
week,” he said. “I made a few good ones
down the stretch, and the one on 18 in
regulation was the longest for the week
and it happened at the right time.”
For the play-off, Vorster unfurled
his power game, and Huggins, so
conservative in regulation, was
compelled to follow suit. It all worked
well for the Huggins until they returned
after the weather delay to set off down
18 for the third time.

FULL MEMBERS - (MEN AND LADIES) R 1 400-00
SENIORS / PENSIONERS - (OVER 60 YEARS) R 1 200-00
STUDENTS (BETWEEN THE AGES OF 18 & 24 AND A FULL TIME STUDENT) R 850-00
JUNIORS / SCHOLARS (UNDER 18 YEARS) R 650-00

The Louis Oosthuizen Golf
Academy player took advantage
of a tailwind that had picked up,
and smashed his drive 40 metres
further than he had at any time
before during the week.

PLATINUM MEMBERSHIP - Club members R50 000 payable upfront:

It left him a gentle wedge to the
green on the par-ﬁve with the island
green, and, although the pair shared
the honours for the third time in the
play-off, the change in the routine
to the ﬁrst had left Huggins clearly
somewhat intimidated.

• Free golf for 5 years with no green fees
• Free golf balls at the Driving range
• Preferential tee-off times over weekends
• Free (no-rental) use of the members lounge for functions, weddings, etc 2xper year (t’s and c’s apply)
• Fee personalized locker
• 2 free “Corporate –type” golf days during the 5 years period for 80 players

Although Vorster smashed his drive
into the right rough on the ﬁrst - the
next designated play-off hole – he
had got into Huggins’ head.
The Englishman short-sided himself,
Vorster recovered well enough to chip
his third to a foot while Huggins was 20
feet away from the hole for three.
And that was all Vorster needed.
“I’m gutted obviously,” said Huggins,
“but I’m really happy with the week.
I’ve done what I said I was going to
do, which was hit fairways, hit greens,
make the putts – I played really nicely. I
found out how to play this course after
the ﬁrst round when I shot four-over.”
In third place behind the dramatics
provided by the play-off was Ryan
van Velzen, who led through the ﬁrst
two rounds. The Benoni teenager
recovered from his third-round blowout
of 11-over-par 83 to post a ﬁnal levelpar 72 to end up on two-under, just two
shots off the top of the leaderboard.

GOLD MEMBERSHIP - Club members R30 000 payable upfront:
• Free golf for 3 years with no green fees
• Free golf balls at the Driving range
• Preferential tee-off times over weekends
• Free (no-rental) use of the members lounge for functions, weddings, etc 2xper year (t’s and c’s apply)
• Fee personalized locker
• 2 free “Corporate –type” golf days during the 5 years period for 80 players

England’s Joseph Long shot the round
of the day with his six-under-par 66, one
better than Huggins’ effort, and he shared
fourth place with South Africa’s Jordan
Duminy. The Irish duo of Caolan Rafferty
and James Sugrue ﬁnished on three-over
for the tournament to share sixth.
For Vorster, it was a victory to savour. “I just
want to thank everybody for the support,” he
said, “and the people who came out to watch
the play-off. It was a relief to ﬁnd my ball on
that ﬁnal hole, and then to get it up and down
from the edge of the green was great.”

056 818
818 1567
1567 || events@parysestate.co.za
events@parysestate.co.za || Venus
Venus &
& Briel
Briel Street,
Street, Parys,
Parys, 9585
9585
056
Co-ordinates:
26”53.328’S
–
27”29.162’E
Co-ordinates: - 26”53.328’S – 27”29.162’E
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THE CLUTCH IS THE
SECRET FOR A GOOD SWING
The biggest issue that plagues most
golfers is the “Takeaway”. The takeaway
is what is known as getting the club
and body into motion from a stationary
position. Golf is a game where the player’s
body, club, and the ball is at rest, except
the mind of course. The player’s mind is
currently thinking of the swing mechanics,
the target, hazards, what to avoid doing
and so forth. These thoughts in quick
procession can, however, confuse the
mind to trigger a freezing moment right
before the all-important takeaway motion.
In analyzing competitive golfers and
professionals, we can see them to
always try to keep in motion before the
“Takeaway” of the club.
Different players resort to different
techniques to keep themselves in some
form of motion before making their swing,

some use the famous “Waggle”, others
resort to a forward press movement,
while other’s will keep their feet in motion.
This is no secret and is easily visible from
simply watching these players on screen.
In my opinion, all these techniques have
value, however, there is one very important
element that all great players do to ensure
a perfect takeaway and that is by simply
feeling the weight of the club in their hands.

If you want to take your game to the next
level, try me out, I’ve coached multiple
European Tour winners and even a
Masters Champion.
1. Download the Golf Coach App and sign
up as a student
2. Enter my Coach Code - COACH
3. I’ll help you reach your goals
- HENDRIK BUHRMANN

To ensure a good takeaway the club must
be touching the ground, either still or
waggling however the club weight must
not be completely resting on the ground
as you will lose motion, in theory almost
around 90% of the club weight should
rest above just slightly above the ground
so that the player can feel the mass of the
club that they intend to move. I call this
the “Clutch” position.

www.bdga.co.za

INCREASING CLUBHEAD
SPEED FOR SENIOR GOLFERS
The proof on resistance training in senior
golfers to increase clubhead speed is
conclusive. In an ideal situation, I would
encourage everyone to perform some sort of
specific strength training, regardless of sport,
gender or age. The purpose of this article
is to answer the hypothetical question: “I’m
a senior golfer, if I could pick only one type
of exercise to do to increase my clubhead
speed, which would it be?”
The short answer: Mobility
As we get older, we begin to lose flexibility. This
lack of range of motion results in a decreased
ability to get into the positions we used to
get into in the swing. A major contributor to
club head speed is the amount of separation
or disassociation we get between upper
and lower body. The greater the separation,
the more wind up we get which allows for a
more explosive release of elastic energy. This
mostly requires good hip and thoracic spine
mobility to make a complete hip and shoulder
turn. As this mobility decreases, so does our
ability to turn. If at the very least, we can
maintain or improve flexibility in these two
areas, we can regain some lost yards.
There is a rule of thumb when it comes to
structuring a training programme. Your age
dictates the percentage of time you should
dedicate to mobility. If you’re 70 years old,
70% of your training should be based on
improving and maintaining mobility. This is
often adhered to in younger athletes whereby
not as much mobility is required (generally
speaking). To get a 20-year-old to work on
strength, hypertrophy and speed for 80% of
the time is quite easy. To then complete the
workout with mobility or build mobility into
active rest to fill the remaining 20% is a piece
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of cake. Formulating a programme for a
70-year-old who should focus mostly of
mobility requires both discipline and deliberate
action from the trainer and the trainee.
Focusing on mobility, especially when
self-administered, is the safest method of
improving your golfing body. Whilst everyone,
regardless of age, medical history or gender
that comes into my gym will go through
strength and hypertrophy training, often
people overestimate what they can do under
load when they start to exercise again. A lack
of flexibility, movement capability and selfawareness results in compensatory moves
under load which are likely to produce injury
at some point and produce a setback. If you
do a deadlift or a straight leg raise incorrectly,
you’ve got a lot more room for error in the
straight leg raise before you injure yourself
compared to the deadlift.
Mobility training requires little to no
equipment and can be done anywhere, at
any time. The biggest fitness killer I’ve seen
is poor adherence. Many people start a new
training routine in the gym with vigor and a
burning desire to get fit, yet that inevitably
fizzles out at some point. If you can find a
programme that makes it easier to adhere to,
we are already winning.

BY: CLINTON SHUM
For someone who is 70 years old and is new
to fitness, teaching them the correct lifting
techniques requires time and skill. When
learning these weightlifting patterns, we are
also effectively learning a new skill. Learning
new skills take time to master, sometimes
time that we don’t have. Entering a mobility
programme requires little learning or skill
development, with very little risk if you get it
wrong in the beginning. When doing a mobility
programme that is well targeted to you, you
can also expect to see drastic improvements
in a matter of minutes. You shouldn’t have
to wait 6 weeks to be able to notice and feel
results, if you’re doing the right exercises, the
results should be instant.
If you’re not already working on your mobility,
start now. If you are already working on
mobility, you probably aren’t doing it enough,
so do more.
PS. Stay tuned on www.xpectperformance.
com for upcoming golf mobility programmes
to help you get started. For any enquiries,
please send me a mail or give me a ring,
programmes are nationwide.
My best,
Clint

Strength and Conditioning Specialist
TPI Certified Instructor
072 784 8698 | 031 303 1829
clintshum@xpectperformance.com

Facebook: Xpect Performance | Twitter: @shum711
Instagram: @clintonshum

Skhumbuzo Mthethwa completed his diploma in golf coaching at Mount
Edgecombe Driving Range when it was still the ETA training programme some
years ago. Since starting as a golf apprentice at Mount Edgecombe Driving
under the mentorship of PGA certified Coach and 2014 PGA Coach of the Year, Steve
Cottingham, Mthethwa has become one of the top golf coaches at this popular KZN range.

SKHUMBUZO MTHETHWA MECCE GOLF COACH

His unrelenting passion for golf began in 1996 when he was introduced to golf by his
mother. “It all started when I was introduced to golf by my mum and straight away, from that
moment, I wanted to be the greatest player in the world and give back to the game through
coaching. Over the weekends my mom would take me to attend classes at ‘white’ schools
to improve my English, but when my mom hit hard times financially and was unable to
afford the weekend classes anymore - she would take me to a friend who worked on a golf
course. That’s when I first took on the role of a golf caddy in order to practise my English
because the sport at the time was predominantly played by people who spoke English as
their first language so being exposed to it in that way was a great learning opportunity for
me. The best part though was how through this fortuitous opportunity I got introduced to
golf as a career and passion and I have never looked back since,” explained Mthethwa.
Currently being one of the sought-after Golf Pros closest to Mount Edgecombe Country
Club’s two championship
golf courses, Mthethwa
says that his favourite
of the two courses is
The Woods because he
believes that it’s one of
the most challenging
courses in KZN.
“For a new golfer, I believe
The Woods is one of the
best courses to practice and
learn how to play golf on
because the holes are varied
and showcase the many
different dynamics to a golf
course”, Mthethwa stated.
The highlight of Mthethwa’s
career was seven years
ago when he won his last
club championship as an
amateur from 10 strokes
behind the leader going into
the last day. It’s no wonder
that Mthethwa’s favourite
player of all time is Tiger
Woods! He says what he
loves the most about the
golf industry is how he gets
to meet all kinds of people
from different walks of life
but all sharing one love and
vision. Mthethwa also firmly
believes that golf is one
of the closest sports and
disciplines to life. Mthethwa
added, “Firstly, golf teaches
you the basics of how to
behave and etiquette. You
can’t behave like a hooligan,
and if you don’t follow the
rules then you get penalised.
You are also not labelled or
judged on the golf course
for anything but what you
are and how you play on the
course, so where you come
from and your status off the
course means nothing. Your
respect is earned on how
you play the game”.
Apart from the enjoyment
that golf brings Mthethwa,
he has a 13-year-old
daughter who is his whole
world and when he’s not
on the golf course he
maintains that being with
family is still one of his
greatest joys.

- JANNA STRANG
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The Club has committed to improving and
protecting the environment and reducing our
carbon footprint and in the next few months we are
looking at initiatives such as creating Spekboom
gardens and the like as part of the global initiative
to reduce the carbon dioxide in the air.

GOLF IN THE LOWVELD

Mbombela plays host to one of the largest
amateur Golf Tournaments in the country. The
Jock Tournament is played May of each year. The
event began as a fundraiser to assist with the
development of the course from 9 holes to 18.
Bobby Locke played in the first Jock and carded
a 141 for 36 holes after a reportedly ‘long’ night
the evening before.

THE MBOMBELA GOLF COURSE
When one thinks of the Lowveld one generally
conjures up images of our amazing bushveld and
Kruger National Park, historical towns such as
Barberton and Pilgrim’s Rest, amazing geography in
the form of Blyde River Canyon, Mac Mac Falls and
Bourke’s Luck Potholes, Jock, one of the world’s
most famous dogs and of course amazing weather.
The Lowveld also lays claim to some beautiful
golf courses, not least of which is the Mbombela
Golf Course. Nelspruit Golf Club was established
in 1928 but moved to its present location in 1943.
The original course was 9 holes until 1967 when
the second 9 holes were added, designed by Bob
Grimsdell. In 1998 the course was upgraded by
Peter Matkovich and the adjacent Matumi Golf
Estate was established.

An Environmental Strategy is currently being
implemented in line with the vision to have a bushveld
golf course that upholds good environmental
practise. The strategy involves growing longer
grassland areas in our “out of play areas” to increase
the variety of indigenous grass for the small game to
enjoy and to attract more birdlife and small insects,
whilst at the same time reducing the soil erosion
and wash off in these “dead” areas.

This year is the Jock’s 53rd consecutive year and
still boasts over 2000 rounds of golf from 800
golfers through the week. Some of the players
come back year after year from all over the country
and there are a few internationals who regularly
make an appearance. The tournament takes
place from the 3rd to 10th May and entry forms
are available on the Mbombela Golf website.
Obviously, there are many other tournaments and
events held during the year, but the next time you
are planning a trip to the Lowveld, pop your clubs
into the car and plan a game at this challenging
but beautiful course.
- BARBARA SCOTT

A feature of the course is the indigenous flora and
fauna. Klipspringers are often a welcome sight
on the challenging 1st hole and red and common
duiker can be seen grazing or resting under some
of the magnificent trees and of course there are an
impressive variety of bird species to be spotted.

MARRIAGE MADE WITH A LONG PUTT
“You spend too much time thinking about golf!
Do you even remember the day we got married?”
“Of course I do! It was the same
day I sank that 45-foot putt.”

SUBSCRIBE AND WIN!
We are giving away a dozen Bridgestone
Golfballs to one lucky subscriber of the
Tee and Sandwedges Newsletter.
*visit www.teeandsandwedges.co.za to subscribe
*By entering our competition you give permission to receive communication from Tee and Sandwedges
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SEASON 5 NOW IN FULL SWING!
WINDHOEK LAGER INTERNATIONAL PAIRS SOUTH AFRICA is open to
all amateur golfers with an official handicap index.
A series of club qualifying events are held throughout South Africa at
clubs who enter.
Confirm with your club that they have registered for club qualifying
event/s. If not, get them to do so and offer you, their member, the
opportunity to possibly play in this year’s final.

YOU AND YOUR
GOLFING PARTNER
COULD BE ON YOUR
WAY TO INTERNATIONAL
PAIRS WORLD FINALS
2020 IN PORTUGAL...

ENTER NOW!

Clubs who have not entered yet, can do
so at www.wlipsa.co.za or contact us at
ds@asmgolf.com OR on 081 378 9817.

DON’T DELAY, PLAN
YOUR CLUB QUALIFYING
EVENTS ASAP TO AVOID
DISAPPOINTMENT
FOR YOUR MEMBERS.

COMPETITION
CALLAWAY GOLF
BAG UP FOR GRABS!
Question: Who is the Headline sponsor
of the Windhoek Lager International
Pairs South Africa golf event.
*Send your answer with your email address,
mobile number and club where you are a member
to competitions@teeandsandwedges.co.za
before 30 April 2020.
*By entering our competition you give permission to receive
communication from Tee and Sandwedges and ASM Golf.
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GUNNER
RULES OK!
In this series of articles, Andrew Gunn, Education
and Training Manager of the PGA of SA will take a
look at various aspects of the new rules.
During 2017 and 2018 the R&A canvased a variety
of golf bodies and thousands of golfers to get
global feedback on what the new rules should be.
In the latter part of 2018 there was a lot of education
done on the new Rules and the R&A delegated to
Federations to run Level 2 Rules courses.
The R&A’s Rules section of their website is brilliant
and there is a level 1 certificate with instruction on
each section that is tested. It is really not hard,
should take about an hour and I would recommend
every golfer to do it.
There are also 3 quizzes – beginner, intermediate
and advanced that can be done as many times
as you like. Each quiz is made up of 18 questions
each of which is well illustrated and the correct
answers are given. Every golfer should spend
some time here!
The Rule book is written in easy to understand
language and, although there are fewer rules
than the old rules (24 as compared to 34) it is
actually thicker because many of the “Decisions”
that formed a separate, esoteric book are now
contained in the Rules of Golf.
However it was still necessary to have some extra
clarification on the Rules and these are contained
in the Interpretations.
The new rules recognize that conditions for golf
differ all over the world and from course to course
and they give committees/golf directors powers to
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apply local rules and to discipline players.
Significantly, directly after Rule 1.1 which states that
the course must be played as it is found and the ball
played as it lies (generally golfers in South Africa
don’t like doing either of these), Rule 1.2 says that
the committee can apply penalties (1 stroke, general
penalty or disqualification) for not conducting
oneself appropriately. This might include:

The committee has a lot of responsibility under the
new rules and these are outlined in the separate
section Committee Procedures.

• Failure to care for the course e.g. Not raking
bunkers, replacing divots, repairing pitchhmarks

- ANDREW GUNN

• Unacceptable language
• Abuse of clubs or the course
• Being disrespectful of other players, referees
or spectators.

The good news is that The Rules of Golf, The
Interpretations and the Committee Procedures are all
contained in the App that can be downloaded on your
Play Store or Google Play or from the R&A website.

Education & Training Manager
THE PROFESSIONAL GOLFERS ASSOCIATION OF SA
Tel: +27 11 485 1370
andrew@pga.co.za | www.pga.co.za

We have a really nice drill to help you get more club head speed and help
you feel the club head better. Ideally take your seven iron and grip the end
of the club (by the actual Head) just before where the hosel meets the head
with your right hand if you are a right handed golfer (see picture 1 and 2) .

GET THE RIGHT END OF THE STICK!
(Pic 2)

We have all heard “you’ve got the wrong end of the stick” well that
(Pic 3)
happens a lot in golf and from years of teaching this game I have seen
many golfers swinging their hands or the handle of the club faster than
the actual head of the club. Often golfers misinterpret the term get your
(Pic 4)
hands through and then literally get there hands going faster that the
thing that actually hit the ball.
Then with the grip end of the club a little of the ground and your left hand
on your right bicep make a swing to the top of your normal backswing.
(see picture 3).
Once at the top of the backswing you will feel really connected and
compact. Then move into the down swing and back to impact position
(picture 4) and through to a full finish. (picture 5).
(Pic 1)

(Pic 5)

The idea of swinging the club like this has
many benefits. The first is that you will
swing the end of the club really well and
freely to the top of the backswing and
then through to a good finish due to the
club head acting like a counter balance.
The second is that you will feel speed
through the hitting area as it will be easy
to swing the end of the club which is
light. The third factor is that angle of your
wrist when gripping this way will enhance
the feeling of release.
Once you have made a few swing then
you turn the club around and hold it
normally you will now have a greater
awareness of the weight of the actual
club Head. So with this new feeling of the
club head you should have a better idea
of how to actually swing the club head
and create some speed. You should have
an enhanced strike and hopefully more
distance and better direction. Do not
forget that the club Head is what actually
hits the ball and the ball will only go where
the club head is directed to.
To conclude do not get the wrong end of
the stick but use it to good effect to train
yourself to play better golf.

- JOHN DICKSON
Head Teaching Professional
Country Club Johannesburg
john@dicksongolf.co.za
082 990 7201
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JACKAL CREEK GOLF
ESTATE LADIES WINNERS
ENGA &
HANNELIE HAV

ER
RHETHA POORT

TEE AND SANDWEDGES in partnership
with BRIDGESTONE SA, sponsored
some Tour B RX Golf Balls to four lucky
players who were nearest the pin.
PENNY FABER TA
YLOR & RHETHA

RANDPARK GOLF
CLUB MIXED WINNER
DOR
SORAYA PAN

POORTER

ORTER
& RHETHA PO
KAREN BALT

DEBI LESLIE

LINDIWE MBO

NGWE & RHET
HA POORTER

TEE AND SANDWEDGES
NEWSLETTER
SUBSCRIBER WINNER

WIN WITH BRIDGESTONE
A DOZEN BRIDGESTONE GOLF BALLS UP FOR GRABS!

Question: Who won the 2019
Masters at Augusta National Golf Club?
*Send your answer with your email address,
mobile number and club where you are a member
to competitions@teeandsandwedges.co.za
before 11 April 2020.

Don’t miss this year’s The Masters held
9 – 12 April 2020 at Augusta National Golf Club in Georgia.

*By entering our competition you give permission to receivecommunication from Tee and Sandwedges. The first correct entry will win. The winner will be announced on our Facebook page.
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BLAIR ATHOLL GOLF DAYS

GOLFERS GO BACK TO SCHOOL
With a wonderful full ﬁeld Blair Atholl was once again thoroughly enjoyed by the 91 golfers in the ﬁeld.
The weather was wonderful and the golfers were spoilt with a gift of Callaway golf balls and incredible prizes.
Halfway was part of the theme and all golfers received their brown paper bag with a cold drink, apple, peanuts,
chicken wrap and a sweet. Wonderful. Lunch was a most tasty hotdog with salads and fried onions.

The next Mixed Invitational is on. Be sure to get your 4 ball booked soonest.
RESULTS
1st: A. Spencer, S. Chvatal, L. Le Roux, J. Hettema
2nd: A. de Freitas, K. de Freitas, M. Loubser, J. Loubser
3rd: M. Barrett, S. Hanford, Richard, T. Beck
4th: L. Turck, M. Hoy, B. Lamb, V. Vermaak
5th: R.Kats, D.Gombart, L. Gombart, J. Loubser
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92 points
91 points
89 points
88 points
88 points

NEAREST THE PIN:
Hole 3: L. Myburgh
Hole 17: N. Maas
LONGEST DRIVE:
Hole 5: R.Katz
Hole 13: K.Conradie

(Ladies)

(Men)
(Men)

35

GOLF DAYS
GAUTENG SENIOR
WOMEN’S
2020 GOLF DAY
SCHEDULE

20 March: 4 Ball Alliance Houghton Golf Club
15 May: 4 Ball Alliance Killarney Country Club
17 April: Championship – Medal Stableford Royal West
31 May – 3 June: SWGSA Nationals KwaZulu Natal
17 July: 4 Ball Alliance Country Club Johannesburg
21 August: 4 Ball Alliance Royal East
18 September: 4 Ball Alliance Charity Day Royal East
16 October: Anniversary Bowl and AGM Royal East
20 November: 4 Ball Alliance Christmas Competition Royal East
www.ladiesgolfgauteng.co.za
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SeniorWomensGolfGauteng

CHECK-UP FROM
THE NECK UP ON WINNING
“If you use your sport to make you a better person, then you’ve won”
Dan Jansen, Olympic Gold Medalist Speed Skater
I’ve listened to and read about many winners over the years and am
fascinated to hear about their thinking process while they are in contention
and as they realise that they can win. From the Monthly Medal winners to
the Majors, I always hear one common theme: On the verge of winning,
while being in contention, winners don’t think about winning or beating
their opponents, but about the SHOT AT HAND, about what needs to
be done in the moment, to the best of their ability. A winner thinks,
“WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE NOW?”, and “HOW BEST CAN I DO IT?”
Winners are engaged in the PROCESS, not the RESULT or the
OUTCOME. Result or outcome focus is on scoring, trophies, prestige,
winning, beating others, making birdies, and other’s expectations. When
your focus is on that, you get what the pros call “ahead or outside of
yourself.” Process focus is on taking it HOLE BY HOLE, SHOT FOR
SHOT, and just following your concentration routine of “WHERE AND
HOW”, target and swing thought.
Nick Price learned a very important lesson from the 1982 British Open.
He led by two shots after the 14th hole, and on the 15th tee remarked to
his caddy that they had the Open in the bag. He was getting ahead and
outside of himself (the Claret Jug in the clubhouse), had a double bogey
on the 15th and dropped another shot on the par-3 17th to lose to Tom
Watson by one shot. But like all great champions, he learned from his
mistake. He joined the U.S. PGA Tour in 1983, and enjoyed immediate
success in the 1983 World Series of Golf tournament. I remember his
words after winning: “All I thought of during the last round was middle of
the fairway, middle of the green.” When he won everything in sight from
1992 to 1994, including the British Open and two US PGA Championships,
he thought like a true winner: ”I’ve been really disciplined in my ability to
isolate each shot I play. I’m not thinking of winning, or finishing second
or what score I’m going to shoot.” He realized that scoring and winning
come as a result of playing the shot, as a by-product of focusing on, and
playing each shot as it comes, one at a time.
One of the best examples ever of this kind of thinking on the verge
of winning came from Jack Nicklaus at the age of 46, during the last
nine holes of the 1986 U S Masters. His son Jackie, who was caddying
for him, kept on reminding his dad that they could win, to which Jack
replied: “That would be nice Jackie, but what’s the job at hand?” He
brought himself back to the process, the present task, the here and now,
and the green jacket took care of itself later on.
After winning the PGA Championship in 2004, Vijay Singh said: “My
focus two months ago was on the wrong thing. I was focusing so hard
to get to the No. 1 spot in the world; I started not focusing on my own
game…Right now, I am totally focused on what I am doing, my game
and not worried about the rankings…it doesn’t bother me at all.” In
2004, he won 9 times, posted 18 Top 10s, won the Vardon Trophy, lead
the PGA Tour in money, and was named Player of the Year. It was one
of the best seasons of all-time, and to top it all he DID become the No.
1 golfer in the world! The outcome happened as a result of the process.
I once asked Gary Player what he thought of just before sinking that
famous long winning putt on the 18th green in 1973 to claim his second
U S Masters. From his answer it was clear that he became totally
absorbed in the process of choosing the best line, comparing it to
the previous days, and deciding to take less break. He was in other
words fully engaged with the “where”. And then, just before the putt,
he reminded himself to “be still” (in other words “the how”). At that very
moment the green jacket was nowhere in his mind.
During a recent TV interview with Patrick Reed he mentioned that during
his 2018 US Masters win he focused away from the fact that it is one
of the most revered majors, and that he had a chance of winning it, by
approaching each shot as, “Just another ordinary 8 iron, just another
drive – something that I’ve done many times.”
The standard advice from Annika Sorenstam, one of the greatest women
golfers of all time, at her ANNIKA Academy for young players is, “Just
focus on what you’re doing at this moment, just hit the shot and then
don’t worry about everything after or before this.”
So, ultimately, think like all winners do, not about winning, the result,
the outcome or beating others, but about the shot at hand. Make the
present process your purpose, and let the outcome take care of itself.
- DR DEON VAN ZYL
deon@dvanzyl.co.za
Clinical Psychologist and former Associate Professor at the University
of Pretoria. He’s been working in the field of Golf Psychology since the
early 1980’s, and assisted many of our top golfers and teams.

For Bookings:
Debbie Smith – Vacation Station
083 440 2705
debsvacationstation@gmail.com
Please use “TeeandSand” when booking
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GOLF TRAVEL
JOIN TEE AND SANDWEDGES
AT CHAMPAGNE SPORTS RESORT
FOR 3 DAYS OF GOLFING FUN

*PACKAGE PRICING:
R8410 PP (SINGLE GOLFER)
R5800 PP (SHARING GOLFER)
R5116 PP (NON GOLFER SHARING)
R4185 PP (TIMESHARE GOLFER)**

MIXED OPEN - 5 TO 8 APRIL 2020
LADIES OPEN - 1 TO 4 NOVEMBER 2020
CHRISTMAS MIXED OPEN - 6 TO 9 DECEMBER 2020

CONTACT LYNN JONES
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT:
082 903 2413
lynn@teeandsandwedges.co.za
www.teeandsandwedges.co.za
*Package includes: 3 x nights’ accommodation, 3 Breakfasts, 1 x Buffet Dinner, 1 x Theme Buffet Dinner, 1 x Prize Giving Buffet Dinner, Welcome Drink
on Sunday, Tea, coffee and sandwiches at the golf club on arrival on Sunday 3 x rounds of golf with share of golf cart, giveaway, prizes and entertainment.

**Timeshare Golfer package does not include accommodation or breakfast.

TEE AND SANDWEDGES
INVITES YOU TO SUN CITY FOR OUR
BETTERBALL STABLEFORD COMPETITION

*PACKAGE PRICING:
CASCADES:

R5564 PP (SHARING GOLFER)
R7936 PP (SINGLE GOLFER)

TOURNAMENT DATES AVAILABLE

28 - 30 JUNE 2020
16 - 18 AUGUST 2020
11 -13 OCTOBER 2020
CONTACT LYNN JONES
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT:
082 903 2413
lynn@teeandsandwedges.co.za
www.teeandsandwedges.co.za
*Package includes: 2 nights stay in a standard twin room at the Cascades. Breakfast for 2 days. 2 x rounds of golf with a share of golf cart on the Lost City Golf Course as well as 1 x round of
golf on the Gary Player Golf Course – no carts allowed. Halfway House. Competition Fee. Giveaway and Prizes Complimentary access to Sun City. Complimentary access to the Valley of the
Waves. Competition: A 36 hole Betterball Stableford Competition on the Lost City Golf Course and an 18 hole Betterball Stableford Competition on the Gary Player Golf Course. Golf Carts and
caddies are an additional cost for the Gary Player Golf Course. Use of a Golf Cart on the Gary Player Golf Course requires a doctors certificate. (any combination of men and women)
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GOLF TRAVEL
PLAY UMHLALI COUNTRY CLUB AND ZIMBALI
COUNTRY CLUB WITH TEE AND SANDWEDGES

*PACKAGE PRICING:
R3650 PER GOLFER SHARING
Accommodation is limited and requires early booking.
Full payment is required to secure the booking.

BETTERBALL STABLEFORD COMPETITION
19 - 21 JULY 2020

CONTACT LYNN JONES
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT:
082 903 2413
lynn@teeandsandwedges.co.za|
www.teeandsandwedges.co.za
*Package includes: 2 x nights shared accommodation at La Montague (no breakfast). 2 x rounds of golf at Umhlali Country Club with share of golf cart. 1 x round of golf at Zimbali Country Club with
share of golf cart. Competition Fee. Giveaway. Single Rates are available on request. Competition: A Betterball Stableford Competition (any combination of men and women)

JOIN TEE AND SANDWEDGES AT
THE WONDERFUL PARYS GOLF ESTATE

22 - 24 MAY 2020

BETTERBALL STABLEFORD COMPETITION

*PACKAGE PRICING:
R3060 (PER GOLFER)

CONTACT LYNN JONES
TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT:
082 903 2413
lynn@teeandsandwedges.co.za
www.teeandsandwedges.co.za
*Package includes: 2 x nights shared accommodation in 4 bedroom house with 4 en suite bedrooms on the estate (Breakfast not included).
2 x rounds of golf with share of golf cart (Saturday and Sunday am). Braai after golf on Saturday. Competition Fee. Giveaway.
Competition: A Betterball Stableford Competition (any combination of men and women)
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